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performed only a handful of these tracks at gigs belore
the pandemic brought everything o a halt. Based wpon
the evidence of this album, |Destroy should be at the top
of your list of bands to See a5 soon as fve mus relums
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The Tragedy of Baing

Betal

|Inciependent

F youre in fhe
mood for something a bt
wacky, then solo  artist
Grimmreaper who comes
complete with & spit
personality, might be right
Up your sirest. His debul
abum, The Tragedy Of
Being', was inspired by a
clinical paychologist called
Jardan Peterson whose lecture seres The Psychological
Significance OF The Gitwical Sfones” relales siones from
the Oid Testament to modemn psychology, evolulion,
mythology and human history, The ane-man band
recorded the malenal with a guitar, & Dess, a very slow
computer and a cheap reconding eguipment bundle
in several differend apariments, a house and even an
RV, without ever stepping foof inlo a recording studia,
Grimmreaper mises the technical metal styles of the likes
of Dragonforce and Meshuggah with the poppier metal
sounds of the [&es of Bullet For My Valentine and Five
Finger Death Punch, The firs! track & almost completely
instrumental, whilst the next, Worth Star’, tekes a mare
melodic turn and features 5::"11&n1'|pressluer'1|itar virtuoso
widdling. ‘Prizon’ is a real it and lead single ‘Resent’
shows off Grimm's vocal range as he has the ability o
sing clean and scream or growl as bath lead and backing
But some tracks are over eight minutes fong and the bile
frack closes is almost ten, which seems axhaustive and
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excassively long for this genre of music. Strangely, he
throws a Baby Metal cover of 'Road To Resistance’ in
fowards the tail end of the record as a quirky curve ball,

The Tragedy of Being” might lack the heart of a
conventional band set up and the sound of programmed
drums iznt for everyone, but it uliises bechnology, as
can be ‘_'IEISiljll done in this digital age, for an interesting
msical oulpad
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NECRONOMICON

Final C napiar
ash Metal
Soulfood

-~

Germany's
Mecronomicon siaried way
back in 1985 and were a
part of that inifial German
thrash  onslasght  that
gave us Sodom, Kreator,
and Destruction, While
those bands wenl on 1o
become intemationally
reversd,  Mecromomicon,
imesphicably, was keft behind, ‘The Fmal Chapler is the
group's tenth release and if ranks as their best to date,
Admittedly, I've never been a huge fan of thiz band or
Garman thrash In general, bul this is really good stuff,
The songs are fresh, fast, ceanly played/recorded, and
inlense

A cool flanger effect uzhars in the ultra-heavy 1Am
The Volence', and there s no let-up for the remainder
of the album, Vocalis! Freddy sounds (ke Destruction's
Schmier with those patented smaring and gravelly
vocal histionics. The songs, as you'd imagine, aren't
complex, Rather, they are mostly shorl and in-your-face
with strong heoks and riffs, While avery cut is made of
the same cloth, those that stand out are ‘Buming The
Fury', ‘Sformreapar’, Jusfice’, and ‘Me Against You

i AL caanien

Again, | cant really understand why MNecronomicon
5Nl a household name in the same vain as the bands
menlioned above. ‘The Final Chapler' is brimming with
some top-tier thrash!
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VIDED NASTY

‘Wideo Nasty'
Thirash Metal
rchor

TONY PLIAR

Thas Canadian acl
reseased thes digilally at
the back end of 2020 but it
has been picked up by the
Hammerheart  subsidzary
for a physecal outing, which
s wary much desened
Fram the opening seconds
10 the clasing saconds this
5 3-relenless old school
thrash assault hamessing the likes of the genre's greatest
acts but blending them into one vast pol of seething
brutality, Mighfmare Beach” and Caslle Freak’ quickly
flay the lislener into agony with their rampaging speed
and high velocity riffing that surgically slices with ewery
note. Indead, he album rarely steps off the acceleraior,
preferring to blast you with & piless incendiary display
thai is typifeed by a frack ke ‘Finsl Exam’ which is laced
with a cood double kick drenching, hurtiing the song into
densar realms.

This might anly be 3 seven-track EF but |
guaraniee that when you hear it there will grievous bodily
harm imposed on you.
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GATE TO INFINITY

'Levatunum’
Progressiva Metal
ndependani

This & Gale af
Infinity's sixth redease, and
i= a twenty-five-minuta, five
song, digilabonly progc
OK, that's the details out ol
the: way, now for the tncky
béil. The music and zongs
on this release ana actually
quite good and remind me
a bit of DGM. Both guizanist
Barnard Hamerle and drummer Martin Harmerle, who
a0 conlribules keyboards, deliver excaptionally crafled
perormances, bul unfortunately vocalist Gabnal Harder
i just not af the same level In hiz defence he doas have
a passable range, bul never seems to be in time with his
bard mates, and his vocal knes just don werk, Il's a real
shame, because if the band had a vocalist with the ability
fo enhance what is already interestingly fumefid prog
muital, Gate To Infinity could really fum heads
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KEITH BRYANT
DOPELORD
Reality Dagger’
StonenDoom
Graen Plagus
Polish  stonesr/doom

legends Copelord  have
washed no time in releasing
this EP which comes hal
on the hesls of last year's
Sign Of The Dewvil, Three
fracks clocking in al over
'.lﬁ".:i"l'll':f minukes QIWES walus
for money.

Opening  with the
epic fithe frack, we get everything and the kllc hen sink
down tuned riffs, Pawel's Ozzy like wail and Piotr's death
[tke growls batlle for supremacy over its ten minutes
The rffs come fast and come slow, occupying that
space between stoner and doom, ‘Dark Cols' bings
some sludge and some fine guitar lines from Grzagorz



